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To our students and families,

Years 7 and 8 at University High School are regarded as the foundational years of
secondary education. These years provide students with the opportunity to establish
strong habits of learning, develop key knowledge and skills, and begin to experience the
breadth of subjects that form the basis of a rich and balanced education. Our aim is to
ensure that all students feel supported, challenged, and engaged as they transition into
high school and prepare for the more specialised opportunities that become available
from Year 9 onwards.

The Accelerated Program curriculum is deliberately broad, giving students the chance to
explore a wide range of disciplines. Students study English and Mathematics, which are
central to all future learning, alongside History and Geography, which develop their
understanding of societies, cultures, and the world around them. Science provides
opportunities for curiosity, experimentation, and critical thinking, while Music, Art, and
Technology encourage creativity and innovation. Students also learn two languages;
Latin and one of French or German.

In Year 8, the program is further enriched with Food Technology, which supports
students in developing practical life skills and an understanding of nutrition and healthy
living. Physical Education and Health are studied throughout, supporting the
development of fitness, teamwork, and wellbeing. Teachers extend AP students through
enrichment activities, ensuring that each student is challenged through their studies.

A distinctive feature of the Years 7 and 8 program is the subject Connect. Connect is
designed to provide structured opportunities for social and emotional learning, careers
education, and the development of learning habits and study skills. It supports students
to understand themselves as learners, to set goals, and to build resilience.

All programs are closely aligned with the Victorian Teaching and Learning Model 2.0,
which underpins high-quality practice across Victorian schools. This ensures that
students experience a consistent, evidence-based approach to teaching and learning
that promotes growth for all learners.

The Accelerated Program Years 7 and 8 curriculum is an exciting and dynamic program.
It builds a strong foundation of knowledge and skills that students will continue to
develop as they move into the senior years of schooling. From Year 9 onwards, students
will have the chance to branch out into more specific areas of interest, supported by the
confidence and capabilities established during these important early years.

e ﬁ'a UNIVERSITY
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Cross Curriculum
Connect, Self and Others

What's it all about?

Connect is our pastoral care program that focuses on social and emotional learning. Students will
build their social skills, develop regulation strategies, learn about emotions and understand
relationships. The program is also used for students to become more organised for their learning,
develop their awareness of career pathways, and celebrate their successes. The topics are covered
in a range of ways over the course of two years, often revisiting areas multiple times.

What will | learn in Year 7 and 8?

Organisational skills and learning Respectful Relationships
habits e Stereotypes and gender norms
e Coal setting e Online behaviour
e Google Suite setup e Body image issues and awareness
Years e Homework and study habits e Bullying, harassment and other
78&8 e Academic honesty incidents
Careers education Positive behaviour and celebrating learning
e Future jobs e Fortnightly focus behaviours
e Exploring industries e Celebration assemblies
e Career Action Plan e Values awards

What kinds of classroom activities and assessments will | do?
Students will learn through a range of classroom activities, as well as cohort and sub-school
assemblies, and incursions with external providers.

Victorian Curriculum

Personal and Social Capability Self-Awareness and Management
Social Awareness and Management

What else do | need to know?
Whilst Connect is covered by curriculum, this program is not part of the reporting system. This is
due to the nature of the program being for social and emotional learning, rather than academics.



Art, Design and Technology
AP Art

What's it all about?

Students will be introduced to practical skills, processes and art making techniques. They will explore
the exhibition of art works. A diversity of inspiration will be used when developing both two and
three-dimensional art forms. Observation, imagination, personal experience and research will be used
to develop art works. Units of study will include drawing, painting, printmaking, photoshop, sculpture
and mixed media. The formal elements and principles of design will continue to be emphasized
throughout the practical course. Skills in art criticism and aesthetics will be introduced concurrently
with practical tasks. Students will research, discuss and write about their own and others' art works,
including indigenous Australian artists. They will identify and analyse selected styles, historical
contexts and media, using appropriate terminology.

What will | learn in Year 7 and 8?

Year 7 Semester 1 Semester 2
e Art Elements & Principles e Ways of seeing - Western Eyes
e One Point Perspective e \Xays of seeing- Indigenous
e Australian Impressionism Perspectives

e Photoshop

Year 8 Semester 1 Semester 2
e Two Point Perspective e Pop Art Sculpture
e Pop Art Theory & Culture e Post Pop & Contemporary
e Pop Art Painting Australian Art

e Advanced Photoshop

What kinds of classroom activities and assessments will | do?
Students will be assessed across a range of practical and theoretical tasks. Practical assessed
tasks will include skill building across a range of art making techniques.

Victorian Curriculum

Visual Art Exploring

Developing Practices
Creating

Presenting

Critical and Creative Thinking Questions and Possibilities
Reasoning
Metacognition.

What else do | need to know?
Students are advised to wear closed toe shoes in Art rooms.



Art, Design and Technology
AP Technology

What's it all about?

Technology gives students the knowledge and skills to produce quality products that address human
and environmental needs. Students are introduced to the design process and the technical, social,
economic, legal, environmental and ecological considerations aligned to their designs. They
manipulate materials including wood, fibres or fabrics and plastics to make innovative and original
products. Students use workshop classrooms that have been specifically designed to provide a
healthy and safe working environment. They experience a wide range of tools and equipment in the

making of their products and a variety of production techniques, including digital media processes and
production techniques.

What will | learn in Year 7 and 8?

Year 7 Semester 1 Semester 2
e Textiles -Printing and Production e Digital Manufacturing
e \Xoodwork - Automatons
Year 8 Semester 1 (single semester subject)
e \Xoodwork
e Textiles

What kinds of classroom activities and assessments will | do?
Students will produce design solutions in response to defined design problems that include a

stencil for textiles printing, simple mechanism design and production and three dimensional
designs for a motor driven mode and digitally printing forms.

Victorian Curriculum

Design and Technology Technologies and Society
Technologies Contexts
Creating Designed Solutions

Critical and Creative Thinking Questions and Possibilities
Reasoning
Metacognition.

What else do | need to know?
Students must wear closed toe shoes at all times in Technology classes.



Art, Design and Technology
Food Technology

What's it all about?

Students will be learning a wide range of information that equips students with theoretical and
practical knowledge about food. This subject prepares students for hands-on experience with food
that can be transferred into everyday life skills. This course will also investigate food sources,
harvesting, food security and wastage in the world we live in. Students will demonstrate their
knowledge by using a range of resources and get exposure to indigenous foods and international
cuisine. Students will also be completing a design brief used in foods to make better informed
health choices using the Australian Guide to Healthy Eating.

What will | learn in 8?

Year 8 Semester outline (single semester subject)

Safety in a commercial kitchen

How to use a variety of kitchen tools and equipment
Weights and measurements

Food handling

Techniques for cooking food

Food wastage and the effects on the environment
Design Brief in recipe creation

What kinds of classroom activities and assessments will | do?

Students will be learning life skills in cookery. This subject will combine theory and practical
lessons. Students will be given a workbook that has a range of activities from creating safety
posters, learning about healthy eating, nutrition and environmental issues. Students will complete
a range of assessments in theory and practical such as knife skills, investigating environmental
issues such as creating solutions to food wastage and ethical standards.

Victorian Curriculum

Design and Technology Technologies and Society
Technologies Contexts
Creating Designed Solutions

Critical and Creative Thinking Questions and Possibilities
Reasoning
Metacognition.

What else do | need to know?

Students are required to wear closed in shoes, wear a hair tie if applicable and bring a container to
all practical classes.




English & EAL
AP English

What's it all about?

In English, students will respond to, create, analyse and evaluate a range of written, spoken, visual
and multimodal texts. Conveying ideas and information for different purposes and audiences,
students will select appropriate language choices, text structures and visual features. Additionally,
students will refine their work through drafting, editing and reflecting on feedback, building
cohesion through the application of grammar, punctuation and vocabulary choices. Students will
be extended through selection of texts, depth and breadth of study,

What will | learn in Year 7 and 8?

Year 7 Semester 1 Semester 2

e Short stories e Text analysis (poetry & film)

e Text analysis (novel study) e Creative writing

e Parts of speech e Sentences & Punctuation

e Reading fluency & comprehension e Study of Shakespeare
Year 8 Semester 1 Semester 2

e Text analysis (novel study) e Comedic texts

e \X/riting for audience e Analytical writing

e Influencing others e Film making

e Grammar and punctuation e Study of Shakespeare

What kinds of classroom activities and assessments will | do?

Students will demonstrate their knowledge and skills in a range of different ways including; short
answer questions, class discussions, analytical paragraphs, essays, short stories, poems, films,
presentations, posters, written explanations, group tasks, tests and quizzes.

Victorian Curriculum

English Language
Literature
Literacy

Critical and Creative Thinking Questions and Possibilities
Reasoning
Metacognition

What else do | need to know?
Students are expected to maintain a reading routine at home of at least 20 minutes each night.



Humanities
AP History/Geography

What's it all about?

Students will learn about the history of our world from Ancient Civilizations and the Medieval world
through to the continuous culture of Indigenous Australians. They are introduced to new skills such
as analysing images and text to gain a better understanding of the historical world. Moreover,
students explore the physical and human world around them through the study of Geography.
Each year, students undertake theoretical classwork as well as practical fieldwork to better engage
with their growing understanding of our people and our planet.

What will | learn in Year 7 and 8?

Year 7 Semester 1. History Semester 2: Geography
e Intro to Historical Skills e Intro to Geographic Skills
e Australia’s First Peoples e Water in the World
e Ancient China e Fieldwork & Mapping
e Ancient Rome e Liveability
Year 8 Semester 1: History Semester 2; Geography
e Revision of Historical Skills e Revision of Geographic Skills
e Medieval Europe e Changing Nations & Migration
e The Renaissance e Urbanisation
e Shogunate Japan e | andscapes & Landforms

What kinds of classroom activities and assessments will | do?

In History, students will learn new skills such as source analysis and continue to develop their
written skills with extended paragraphs. They will also develop their ability to ask critical historical
questions. In Geography, students are introduced to the skill of mapping and using scale and will
use data to formulate a question for inquiry. They also complete an extensive outdoor fieldwork
task using the concepts learned in class.

Victorian Curriculum

History Historical Knowledge and Understanding
Historical Concepts and Skills

Geography Geographical Knowledge and Understanding
Geographical Skills.

Critical and Creative Thinking Questions and Possibilities
Reasoning

Metacognition

Intercultural Capability Culture, Identity and Belonging
Cultural Diversity

What else do | need to know?
Bring a best positive attitude and sense of curiosity!



Languages
AP French

What's it all about?

In Year 7 and 8 Accelerated French, students begin their journey into learning a new language
while exploring the richness of French-speaking cultures. Like the mainstream course, students
cover the same key topics, but in greater depth and with more extended language structures. They
develop strong foundational skills in speaking, listening, reading, and writing through engaging,
real-world contexts. Students learn to talk about themselves, friends, family, school life, hobbies,
and food, while also gaining deeper cultural insight into life in France and other French-speaking
regions. The course fosters confidence, curiosity, and global awareness, enabling students to
communicate with greater detail and accuracy in everyday situations.

What will | learn in Year 7 and 8?

Year 7 Semester 1 Semester 2
e Culture, Identity and Belonging e Describing People and Interests
e Cultural Diversity e Celebrations and

French-speaking cultures

Year 8 Semester 1 Semester 2
e Talking about school e Learning about the house, the
e Learning about the daily routine city and the directions

e French-speaking cultures

What kinds of classroom activities and assessments will | do?

Accelerated students complete the same types of activities as mainstream classes but are
expected to use more complex vocabulary, sentence structures, and cultural detail in their work.
Activities include role-plays, conversations, cultural projects, listening comprehension, short films,
creative writing, and collaborative presentations.

Victorian Curriculum

French Communicating Meaning in French
Understanding Language and Culture

Intercultural Capability Culture, Identity and Belonging
Cultural Diversity

What else do | need to know?

No prior French knowledge is needed - just curiosity, persistence, and a willingness to take risks in
speaking. The accelerated course moves at a faster pace in terms of depth and complexity, so
active participation is essential for success.
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Languages
AP German

What's it all about?

In Year 7 and 8 Accelerated German, students will cover the same themes as the mainstream
course but in greater depth and at a faster pace. They will develop strong skills in speaking,
listening, reading, and writing, using more complex vocabulary and grammar to express opinions,
give reasons, and compare ideas. Cultural learning goes beyond traditions, exploring history,
geography, and contemporary life in German-speaking countries. The course builds confidence,
curiosity, and global awareness while preparing students for advanced German in later years.

What will | learn in Year 7 and 8?

Year 7 Semester 1 Semester 2
e Introduce yourself / Where are e Freetime and hobbies
you from? e Where do you live?
e Birthday
e The Family
e School
Year 8 Semester 1 Semester 2
e Enjoy your meal! e Fashion capital Berlin!
e My home e Appearance and body parts
e Visiting Germany
e Snow White Performance

What kinds of classroom activities and assessments will | do?

Students engage in role-plays, games, group presentations, listening tasks, and written
reflections, with a greater focus on extended speaking and writing, accuracy, and fluency.
Assessments include longer conversations, comprehension tasks, and extended written pieces
such as blog posts or articles. Students also complete intercultural projects, debates, and
research tasks that deepen their understanding of German language and culture.

Victorian Curriculum

German Communicating Meaning in German
Understanding Language and Culture

Intercultural Capability Culture, Identity and Belonging
Cultural Diversity

What else do | need to know?

No prior German knowledge is needed - just curiosity, persistence, and a willingness to take risks
in speaking. The accelerated course moves at a faster pace in terms of depth and complexity, so
active participation is essential for success.
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Languages
AP Latin

What's it all about?

In studying Latin students develop their understanding of how language works as a system of
communication. In building Latin vocabulary, students improve their skills in decoding English
words. Through reading and translating various Latin texts, students develop an understanding of
ancient ideas and values that have helped to shape western society. The Oxford Latin Course (OLC)
Parts 1 and 2, our textbooks, provide vocabulary lists, grammar instruction and exercises as well as
socio-historical readings based around the historical figure of the Roman poet, Horace.

What will | learn in Year 7 and 8?

Year 7 Semester 1 Semester 2
OLC PART 1 Chapters 1-6 OLC PART 1 Chapters 7 - 12

e Introduction to Latin syntax and e Vocabulary building
noun case system e Further noun declensions and

e Vocabulary building noun genders

e Introduction to verb conjugations e Prepositional phrases and cases
and noun declensions e Greek influence & Roman History

e Roman society: family life, from Aeneas to Romulus

women, slaves and children

Year 8 Semester 1 Semester 2
OLC PART 1 Chapters 13 - 18 OLC PART 2 Chapters 19 -27
e \ocabulary building e Past Tenses: Imperfect, perfect,
e Pronouns and cases Pluperfect
e Irregular verbs and imperatives e Ordinal and cardinal numbers
e Roman mythology and history: e Additional declensions
Monarchy to Republic e Roman culture and history: SPQR

and Roman Games

What kinds of classroom activities and assessments will | do?

Students will participate in a range of activities in class, including; reading in Latin, vocabulary
Quizlet Games and tests, translation exercises (Latin to English & English to Latin), grammar,
translation tests, socio-historical quizzes and assignments.

Victorian Curriculum

Latin Engaging with the Ancient Roman World through Texts
Understanding Language and Culture

Intercultural Capability Culture, Identity and Belonging
Cultural Diversity

What else do | need to know?
AP Latin is a challenging and rewarding course that prepares students for further study in classical
languages, history, literature, and the humanities.
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Mathematics
AP Mathematics

What's it all about?

Mathematics provides students with fundamental knowledge, skills, and procedures in number,
algebra, measurement, space, statistics, and probability. Mathematics has its own value and
aesthetic emphasising abstract reasoning, clarity of expression, curiosity, and problem solving. The
skills students learn in Mathematics are also essential in numerous other fields and disciplines.
Students will work on their understanding of key concepts, their fluency and accuracy with
Mathematical procedures, their abstract reasoning, their ability to communicate ideas using
Mathematical notation such as algebra, and their problem solving and computational thinking skills.

What will | learn in Year 7 and 8?

Year 7 Semester 1 Semester 2
e Sets e Percentages
e Number e Equations
e Fractions e Geometry
e Algebra e Indices
e Decimals e Pythagoras Theorem
e Ratio e Measurement
e Coordinate Geometry
Year 8 Semester 1 Semester 2
e Equations e Coordinate Geometry
e Formulae e Algebra (expanding & factorising)
e Simultaneous Equations e Quadratic Factorisation
e Indices e Algebraic Fractions
e Surds e Quadratic Equations
e Measurement e Sets and Venn Diagrams
e Statistics e Probability
e Deductive Geometry

What kinds of classroom activities and assessments will | do?
Students will participate in a range of activities in class, including; exercises, worksheets,
challenges, investigations, problem solving, projects, tests and exams.

Victorian Curriculum

Mathematics Number
Algebra
Measurement
Space
Statistics
Probability

Critical and Creative Thinking Questions and Possibilities
Reasoning
Metacognition

What else do | need to know?
AP students also take part in the Mathematics extension program. Some activities are completed
by all AP students while others are opt-in.
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PE & Health
AP Health

What's it all about?

Students will reflect on factors that influence their perception of themselves, their values and
character strengths. Students will learn about the physical, social and emotional development that
takes place during adolescence and explore conception. They will investigate nutrition and learn
how to fuel their bodies with food that benefits them. Students will explore a range of ways to
protect themselves from harm, including vaping and road safety. Junior Health provides an
environment to continue to culminate key aspects and subject specific terminology. Ultimately, this
will lead to exploring a range of ways society chooses to express or identify themselves. This
includes but is not limited to gender and sexuality, correct use of pronouns and different forms of
communication. Students will be equipped with the right strategies and language to use when
giving consent and approaching relationships with respect and care.

What will | learn in Year 7 and 8?

Year 7 Semester 1 Semester 2
e |dentity e Nutrition
e Development during e Safety
Adolescence
Year 8 Semester 1 Semester 2
e Emotional & Social Wellbeing e Relationships & Sexuality
e Alcohol & Drugs e Nutrition

What kinds of classroom activities and assessments will | do?

Students will participate in a range of activities in class both individually and in groups. Activities
may include class discussions, worksheets, games, quizzes and educational videos. Assessment
tasks may include group or individual projects, written tests and investigative tasks analysing
real-world scenarios.

Victorian Curriculum

Health and Physical Education Personal, Social and Community Health -
Health Education

Personal and Social Self-Awareness and Management
Social Awareness and Management

What else do | need to know?
Students will learn to collaborate with others and work in teams. Students will also learn skills and
knowledge in Health that they will use throughout their lives!
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PE & Health
AP PE

What's it all about?

Students will acquire and practise physical, social, psychological and cognitive skills through
movement. Students will learn how to perform a range of fundamental movement skills and
adapt these to a range of games and sports. Students will also learn tactical skills and develop
game sense.

What will | learn in Year 7 and 8?

Year 7 Semester 1 Semester 2
e Athletics & Minor Games e Territory Games
e Net & Wall Sports e Gymnastics
e Dance & Rhythm
Year 8 Semester 1 Semester 2
e Striking & Fielding e Net & Wall Sports
e Territory Games e SEPEP (Sport Education in

Physical Education Program)

What kinds of classroom activities and assessments will | do?

Students will participate in a thematic approach to the PE curriculum, exploring sports and games
as themes or ideas rather than a specific sport focus. Each term a rubric will be presented and key
teaching concepts of the theme will be introduced. Assessment of this style of PE will be through
a rubric completed by a teacher at the end of each term. It will focus on skill progression, game
sense and participation.

Victorian Curriculum

Health and Physical Education Movement and Physical Activity - Physical
Education

Personal and Social Self-Awareness and Management
Social Awareness and Management

What else do | need to know?
Students are required to wear a PE uniform (Green UHS polo top and black shorts/tracksuit pants)
and sports runners. Students will learn to collaborate with others and work in teams.
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Performing Arts
AP Music

What's it all about?

With a holistic approach to music education, in this subject students engage with music from a
broad range of styles and cultural contexts through performance, composition, aural, theory and
listening analysis. Through this study, students will gain an understanding of how music can be
used for different purposes, and how the elements of music can be manipulated to create different
effects, as well as a deeper understanding of the links between music and the wider social contexts
in which it is created. Students will also learn foundational musicianship skills including how to read
and write written music notation, use written language to describe music, and how to perform
technical exercises and repertoire for both singing and keyboard.

What will | learn in Year 7?

Year 7 Semester 1 Semester 2
e Instruments of the Orchestra e Musical Theatre
e \Xorld Music e \Xestern Art Music
e Musicianship, Aural & Practical e Musicianship, Aural & Practical

What kinds of classroom activities and assessments will | do?
Students will participate in a range of activities in class, including; singing and keyboard
performance, listening analysis, theory and aural activities, research tasks and discussions.

Victorian Curriculum

Music Exploring

Developing Practices
Creating

Presenting

Personal and Social Self-Awareness and Management
Social Awareness and Management

What else do | need to know?

Students who would like to enrich their musical education beyond the classroom program
outlined above, are encouraged to enrol in the Instrumental Music Program. Here students can
learn everything from voice, to trumpet, to double bass, and everything in between! Please note
that Instrumental Music is an opt-in, fee-paying program, separate to Performing Arts - Music.
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Science
AP Science

What's it all about?

Students will learn how to develop safe and responsible practices in scientific investigations, use
equipment accurately, and apply the scientific method to plan, conduct, and communicate
experiments. Students will explore physical sciences, biological sciences, chemical sciences, and
Earth and space sciences. They will analyse and interpret data, use scientific language, and
evaluate evidence to explain phenomena, fostering curiosity, critical thinking, and an understanding
of science's role in society and the environment.

What will | learn in Year 7 and 8?

Year 7 Semester 1 Semester 2
e \Xorking Scientifically e Classification
e Energy e Geology
e Lego and Forces e Digestion
e Chemistry
Year 8 Semester 1 Semester 2
e Atoms and lons e Electricity
e Acids and Bases e Energy
e Cells e Coding and Robotics
e Body Systems e Year long Scientific Design
e Year long Scientific Design Inquiry Project
Inquiry Project

What kinds of classroom activities and assessments will | do?

Students will participate in a range of activities in class, including; worksheets, games, quizzes and
educational videos. Assessment tasks may include group and individual research projects, written
reports and tests.

Victorian Curriculum

Science Science as a Human Endeavour
Science Understanding
Science Inquiry

Critical and Creative Thinking Questions and Possibilities
Reasoning
Metacognition

What else do | need to know?
In Science, students will learn about the world we are living in from the miniature to the
gargantuan. Be curious, and never stop asking questions!
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